
ill CHURCH NAME
j TO AVOID TAXES.
John D. Rockefeller Testifies

That He Owned St.
Mark's Lease.

LET IT APPEAR HE DIDN'T.

Case of Dr. Potter Against the
Millionaire Finally Reaches

a Trial.

JUDGE PRYOR'S INTIMATION.

Says He Has About Made Up His Mind
in Mr. Rockefeller's Favor, but

Wili Accept Briefs and
Study Them.

Millionaire John D. Rockefeller, who took
the stand for a short time yesterday after-
noon In the suit brought against him by the
Rev. Dr. Daniel C. Potter, in the name of
the Tabernacle Baptist Church, was asked:
"Who was the real owner of the lease obtainedfrom the St. Mark's Church?"
"I was," he answered.
"But it was held In the name of the

church: why was that?"
"The reason for that," replied Mr.

Rockefeller, "was to escape taxation. If
I had held the lease in my name the propertywould have been taxed. If*the church
held it, it was exempt from taxation."
This somewhat astonishing statement

was made just at the close of his examination.For the most part his replies were

monosyllabic. He wore a black frock coat
and light striped trousers; a high standing
collar and blue four-in-hand tie. His
usually mild blue eyes took on a steely
glitter when he glanced, as he frequently
did, at his old friend. Dr. Potter. It was

noticeable that the minister's eyes did not
often meet those of the millionaire's.
Mr. Rockefeller said he had frequently

talked with Dr. Potter on money matters.
The minister had tried to get him to advance$40,000 for the erection of a building
on the property leased from St. Mark's
Church. He consented, he said, to the
leasing of the property and paid all of the
expenses incident to it. He took a mortgageon the property to secure himself.
The newly acquired property was transferredto another tenant at Mr. Rockefeller'srequest, in return for which he depositedin trust $50,000 in railroad bonds,

which paid the church $2,500 a year for
eighteen months previous to the panic of
1893, when this income stopped. The presentsuit is brought to recover about $9,000
back income, alleged to be due from the
bonds. The examination then ran as fol-
lows:
Q. Did you ever agree to guarantee the incomeof the bonds? A. I never did.
Q. Did you assume the lease of the property?

A. I did. <Why? A. The church was unable to u \
so.

Q. What income did the church have? A.
Something from pew rents and some outside contributions.The income grew less year by year.
Q. '"re you a trustee of the church? A. I

M t heard so, but do not
j , .a truth K.. it. I am not even a

member.
Q. Did you always take a mortgage for your |

gifts? A. I did not.
y. How much have you given to the church?

A. I have given many thousands of dollars; how
much I couldn't say without consulting my i
books of accounts. I gave several thousand dollarseach year besides my subscription for the
new church.
Before Mr. Rockefeller took the stand

Dr. Potter was examined and declared
that Mr. Rockefeller had positively promisedto build him a church.
At the conclusion of the testimony counselfor the church asked Justice Pryor,

before whom the case was tried, for time
in which to hand In briefs.
"If I decided the case now," said Justice

Pryor, "from what I can remember of it,
I should say that Mr. Rockefeller's part
has been purely a benevolent one and will
receive due recognition before a higher
forum than this. However, both sides mayhave two weeks in which to hand upbriefs."

BLINDNESS NO EXCUSE.
6ight!ess Henry Ostrand Sent to Prison by

Magistrate Mott Because Friends
"Treated" Him.

Henry Ostrand, who lives at No. 888 Third I
avenne. Is blind. He is what might be 1

called "stone" blind. His blighted orbs 1

are insensible to llgjit of the strongest kind. f

Appearances indicate that he is a respecta- a

ble man,
He drank too much on Monday. Just ;

where he became Intoxicated he cannot 4
t' ll. He could only explain to Magistrate £[v Mott in Yorkville Police Court yesterday ^that certain persons had Invited him to
drink and that he accepted their invitation.

"I was never in a court before," pleaded d
Ostrand to Mott. "I am afflicted. I will t
never see you here again."
"What do you mean by that?" sharply rejoinedthe Magistrate. "Are you attempt- "

lag to become humorous over your affile- $tlon?" *
.

"I don't know what you mean," Ostrand "

answered, "but all I ask you is to let me 1
go home." t
"You are fined $3," said the Magistrate. ^"Rut I have no money to pay the fine,"wailed the blind man.
"Well, then, go to prison as the law requires,"snapped Mott, and the man was (led away. t

SENATE AT ODDS ON SILVER. f

Republican Caucus fold of Difficulties in I<
the Way of Bimetallism. c

Washington, Jan. 12..The Republicans of u
the Senate held a caucus this morning for
the Durnose of considering tha hlm^.ui. e
resolution reported to it by the caucus com-

"

mittee, of which Mr. Wolcott, of Colorado, $is chairman. While Mr. Chandler was able t
to say that "a resolution" providing for a ^conference to secure bimetallism by Inter- jjnational agreement would pass without op- tposition, he could not assure his associates prhat the one agreed to by the committee twould meet with unanimous approval.As worded by the committee, the resolu- *tlon calls for a conference to arrange for n11 "t'ree coinage of silver at a fixedratio bv international agreement." Freesilver ilemoerats and Republicans and the ®
Populists Insist that the words "free coin».'r"should be changed so as td read "free Aand unlimited coinage." Several otherV changes were suggested as essential to the
securetnent of absolute hnrmnnv «na
caucus then adjourned until Frfday. (dct*Judgment a. Fourth Time. ll
Andrew J. Nutting recovered a verdict v

for $12tbl5 against the Kings County Ele- s
\ate,i Railroad. In the Supreme Court, fBrooklyn, yesterday. This was the fourth vtrial of the suit. Each time the Jury gave f
; verdict for the plaintiff, and each timetiie higher court reversed the ruling. Dam- 8<
age was claimed hy the plaintiff because "
of the elevated structure in front of his ^Fultou street store.

ti
W III *" Justice KeoKh'n Decision
The ..... -ed and fifty Class A men W

in Brooi.tyn aftected by Justice Keogh's yjcivil service decision have resolved to lightthe matter in the higher courts. One thou- 3tand dollars will be needed. Yesterday Mhey sent out a circular telling tho public itUat they proposed to do. a

JOHN D- ErOC'K

Aciors in a Minister's S
Both Mr. Rockefeller and the Rev. M

terday In the trial of the case before Jui
mated that he would decide In Mr. Rock

MAYOR'S MESSAGE
AN EXPLANATION.

His Honor Attempts to Accountfor the City's
Enlarged Budget,

MPLICATES THE PUBLIC.

Says the Total Bonded Debt
Was Increased at the Demandof the People.

-ITCH AND M'COOK IGNORED.

Credit Given to the Comptroller
and City Chamberlain, While

the Corporation Counsel
Is Highly Praised.

The Mayor dwelt mainly upon city
inances in his annual message, sent to the
3oard of Aldermen yesterday. While showngthat the total bonded debt of the city
las increased from $188,153,107.86 in 1895
:o $198,341,017.15 in 1896, he figures that
he increase in the net founded debt is
>nly $8,391,689.11.
His Honor ingeniously argued that the

jeople demanded the outlay, and that,
herefore, no blame should attach to the
Ldministration. He presented a little table
o prove that the funded debt had graduillyIncreased from $90,857,230.07 in 1890
:o $118,277,198.56 last year, and that exdainedthat the increase was mainly due
o expenditures for permanent improvenents,such as parks, docks, school houses,
Ire and police stations, bridges and other
itructures.
His only reference to the recent "spat"

vith Comptroller Fitch over adding $2,:33,320raised on revenue bonds to pay for
it. Nicholas Park, was that the payments
vere made by order of the Supreme Court,
tnd that the amount was, "under legal
llrection, necessarily added to the budget,"
o be raised by taxation.
After referring to the success of the

116,000,000 bond sale in November last, at
104.71, and the failure of the sale In Au;ust,he declared that the failure was due
o unsettled conditions, brought about by
he "exigencies of a national'campaign In
rhlch the question of the national curencywas Involved."
Not a scintilla of credit is given to the
Comptroller for the extraordinary efforts
le made to make the big bond sale suceessul.nor to the energy displayed by City
Chamberlain McCook in Inducing capitalststo bid. Fitch, for the first time in the
Ity's history, advertised in Europe and
lersonally wrote to many German bankers
irging the advantages of the loan.

niooooira in manv Viaw

ver, was unique. On its face It was
nerely explanatory of the budget of 1897,
vhich calls for $45,6S6,297.17, as against
43,996,571.31. He devdted nearly onehlrdof his space to the Law Department,
nd showed that it had been the mainstay
f his administration. Corporation Counsel
Icott has stood by His Honor through all
he little fights and difficulties of the
ast year and earned good title to recognilon.
The Aldermanlc Board merely ordered
hat the message be printed In the usual
ianner.

iEVENTH OPERA MUSICALE.

n Enjoyable Programme and a Good Attendanceat the Waldorf.
The seventh matinee of the Metropolitan
ipera Musicales, which occurred yesterday
a the new ball room of the Waldorf, was
r**kll nttnndnrl A a fVionn « « /> n a Hnr,A.T,nJ
» tji* aucuucu. lucic O.AC UV I tSOCl VCU

eats the audleuee was quietly settled beorethe first number. The programme,rhleh they all thoroughly enjoyed, was as
ollows:
Martial.Chanson Aucienne, Mile. lielins; Masmet.IIre de Lahore. "I Oasto flor." Slg. An>na;Massenet.Le Cld.Air de l'lnfante. Mine,
reenvllle (Suelllng); G. Puccini."Donna non
Idi wal." Slg. Cremonlni; Gultermann.Canieue.Schuberth."Du blst die ruh." 'cello soli,
ig."I've something sweet to tnll," Mme.
arle Engle; Gourleszko.Kosak, Mile. Bel Inn;
[ozart.Duo.Don Giovanni, "La cl darem,
me. Engle and Slg. Aneona.
Among those who crowded the room were
Ire. .T. B. Kiasam, Mrs. S. I). Roosevelt,
[rs. E. II. Harriman. Mr. Lewis T. Chantr,Mrs. B. H. Potter. Mrs, Ruth Moore
ud Mrs. M. T. Barrett.

;£f£LEER. DELIBER^l

uic Aaainst a Millionaire.
r. Potter were on the witness stand yesstlceRoger A. Pryor. The Justice lntlefeller'sfavor.

POLICE TO RULE
jit v/jinnT runrn
AI IAU1I nrtbLU.

Commodore Gerry's SuggestionAdopted by
Charter Makers.

NO CROWDING THE RACERS

Excursion Boats Must Not Steam
Over the Lines Decided

Upon.
MUST HURRY ALL CRITICISMS.

Draft Committee Requests Heads oi
Departments to Send in Their

Suggestions Before January23.

Another change In the proposed charter
which Is to govern the police force of
Greater New York has been made by the
Draft Committee of the Greater Kew iork

Commission. It is designed to give the
force more power over the waters of the
bigger city, and it was embodied in the
charter at the suggestion of Commodore
Elbridge T. Gerry.
It gives to the Police Board the power to

make such rules and regulations as will
preserve the necessary order at all yacht
races which are held on the waters within
the jurisdiction of the city. The Board

may establish what might be termed policelines, beyond which no excursion boat
may be taken. This will do away with
the complaints which have been made frequentlywithin the last few years, that one

or the other of the competing yachts was

so hampered by the fleet of excursion boats
that its captain could not sail his vessel
In the most successful manner. The captainof any excursion boat who dlsregardsthe rules laid down by the police may
be arrested and charged with mlsdemanor.

Dnnraveu's Loud Protest.
It Is exceedingly probable that the Commodorehad In mind, when he suggested

this change, the disgraceful management
of the flotilla of pleasure boats at the recentInternational yacht races. It was part
of Lord Dunraven's protest, after the last
race for the America Cup, that he had not
a free course or a chance to avail himself
of the best wind because of the closeness
of the excursionists. But It is doubtful >f
this new provision will have any effect on

these races, as tbey are generally sailed on

a course which Is outside of the city's jurisdiction.But that this power, lodged in the
nolice force, will have some good results
there la little doubt in the minds of the
Commlsssioners.
The Draft Committee sat for four hours

In the Mayor's private office yesterday. It
was a private session, as all the meetings
of this committee are. and it was not until
its conclusions that any of the work done
was learned. Secretary Pinney said a resolutionhad been adopted, requesting the
heads of all departments of the cities to be
consolidated to hand to the Commission,
before January 23, their detailed criticisms
of the sections of the charter dealing with
their respective departments. To this resolutionwas attached a clause which by
many was taken as indicating that the
Commission intends to report the charter
to the Legislature without very many materialchanges. As to this, however, neither
Mr. Pinney nor any of the Commission
would tulk. This is the clause:
"Such commissioners are requested to

assume that the general form of the chaptersis to be maintained, and that what is
now desired is information as to omissions,
defects and inconsistencies."

It was also learned that the committee
considered, among other things, the SinkingFund Commission, the Board of Estimateand Apportionment and the Gas
Commission, as they are at present constituted.But nothing definite was done,
although at one time it was found necessaryto inquire of the Mayor if the Bccorderwas a member of the Sinking Fund
Commission.

Another Hcnring To-tlny.
The Commission will hold another open

hearing In the Aldermnnlc Chamber to-day,
when the discussion will be confined to
the chapters relating to the division of the
big city into boroughs, the borough boards
and officers and the Board of Public Improvements.Tile Commission will sit everyday this week, taking up to-morrow the
Departments of Docks, Fire, Charities and

I

-.^Cif.Jh

01> oAVibCPoxrj
Corrections; on Friday considering the De- j
partnients of Bnilding and Taxes and As-,
sessments; while on Saturday the last of
the public hearings will be given and the *
arguments will be on the formation of the £
inferior courts of civil and criminal juris- ndiction and all other questiones that have
not been up for criticism. o
Beginning with next week the Commission

will hold daily executive sessions, to
finally pass the charter as presentedby the Committee on Draft, and the follow- P
ing week will be devoted to incorporating tinto the charter such changes as may be adecided on. With the first of February pthe charter and the Commission's report f]must be presented to the Legislature. H

0

MUST PAY THE DUTY.
n

Bondsmen of. the Failed Mapleson Company *

ADDeal to the Treasurv. ei

"Washington, Jan. 12..A question involv- }'
lng the ownership of the Mapieson Com- ' <1

[WE DON'T V
You should, at present prices. Upon taking-i our stock to consist of goods that have not morii pnratory to Spring trade. It's not a question olT moved. We quote a few of the reduced prices IT for ofV<r»»*c

t Ih^^r! . .
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y Tliip iron bed, all sizes, former |y|J
t- price $3.50, now ,... jZ»iO

This elegant parlor suit, covered in satin dama:

fr^STii
n j 1; for

| jj do} jra
! J lug

'i Oak or Mahogany flnlsh,
4 top, legs and brackets of flllfri! TA4 /genuine brass, 24x24: for- If IU f il
^ mer price $9.50; IJ U! 1 Lli IU

IOaumaS
1479, 1481 and 1483 Th

4i+ 84th St. Station "L" or Cable Cars.
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_ ONCe
BUT
RANKER)

isfatedjtate-5 ^

any'3 operatic costumes ana bc^ueo is
itifnrt. *V»A TroQenrrr Ttonn nfmanf Thla

Inglish Opera Company came to the United
States five months ago and brought the
ecessary costumes and scenery for elabrateoperatic performances.
These importations were admitted free
f duty under the custom laws, which
ermits such entry on condition of filing a

>ond for the exportation or the articles
fter six months' use. The Opera Comany,having become 'nvoived in financial
ifficultles in Boston, the costumes and
eeuer.v have been attached for debt and
rdered sold.
The Treasury is now asked by the condstento interfere for their protection, but
he Treasury does not see Its way clear to
tep in between the opera company and the
reditors. Should the costumes and scenery
e xoio rue oonnsmen win De responsmie
> the Government for the payment of the
titles at the expiration of six months.

- »+ + +

um THEM.!
Inventory we found about one-third of 4id fast. We have got to cleuu house pre- 4
profits or prices.these goods must be 4iclow. Every one is genuine. See our show ^

Solid Oak massive Dinner Table, (' ^
top 44x44, former price A OQ ) +
$7.50, now +

(Qi Q I
gg 3 3 u {

sk, 5 pieces, former price, $30, now 21-50

18 |
:PI,1;: TvT i;}-j >* 1 7

DPRIT !' , 1
HLLMI

H
nil ThlH handsomely csrved fold- -<li J lag Bed, two l»cve)led mlr- <llLLt rors, 18x18, former < A fkfk <>

price $20. now.... 1 r«UU +

rN&TBRO^I
ird Ave., at 84th St.
Open Saturday* till 10 P. M. ^
-+ + ++ + ++» B

MR. PLATT'S COMMITTEES hi

Speaker O'Grady Is Busy Making Out the
List of Assembly As- *>'

A
signments. cl

C<
Albany, Jan. 12..Speaker O'Grady of hs

the Assembly Is here fixing up that part 'K,
of the committee assignments Mr. Piatt is be
permitting him to make. The scrambles of ro
the members have not been so strong this

I year, mr never nas it Deen so apparent that Us
the favors are at Mr. Piatt's disposal, as It hi
Is now. Well posted members have sent in
their requests to Piatt direct.
Going with his position as leader on the yefloor, Nixon, of Chautauqua, will be appointedchairman of the Ways and Means

Committee. The plum of the Assembly.
the Railroads Committee.Is for Eldrldge, of m

Warren, a protege of State Treasurer JLColvin. D'
Congressmen Odell has secured for hisfriends, Louis F. Goodsell, of Orange, the Jr*:chairmanship of the Committee 011 Elec- '

triclty, Gas and Water Supply. This com-mlttee is important this year, because of the
i ue uunur gas question .rbrought to the front by the Journal's ad- fL

vocaey. wiAssemblyman Kobbins, who smashed the thPiatt machine, is to be deposed as chair- \T<man of the Judiciary Committee, which Is crto be given to Robert G. Scherrer, of Al- dhbany. Robblns will get second place on ticJudiciary. George C. Austin, of New thYork City, will retain his place as chair- Itman of the Cities Committee, which will ng

1\ /T a
IV1 i-\ v.

MAIN STORE, Sixth Ave.,
NEW ANNEX, 53, SS, 57 & 59 West 14

ALWAYS^
Closing Out

AH W
AT PRICES THAT MUST INS

Special attention is
Men's Clothing Sa

(A manufacturer's sto

Big Handkerchief
(From a manufacturer's Fire

BIO SALES ALSO
Underwear and 1

Linen , Sheets and Pi
Furs, Cloaks, Caj

suks, l
Hosiery, Shirts, Hat

In Furniture, Pictures
In China and G1

In Wines

CLOCK ~S]
jdjk Delft Mantf

GUARAN
civ t\ r» tt hh i

fHJff i ill!

||^!j I SIX ST

Choice, ^
1,000 PORCELAIN BOUDOIR C

manufacturer's sample line; your c

FURN?
An Immense Stock, at prices o

BEDROOM SUI1
Solid Oak; Suit (8 pieces)
Hair Mattress,
Woven Wire Spring,
Rair Feather Rillows
Rocker, Table, Chair

SHIRTS WERE NEVER SO
CHEAP..Good Muslin Garments, M
with LINEN bosoms, from 31c. up, C<
and fine percale fancy bosom Shirts G
at 4(ic. C3

OUR DIME DEPARTMENT,
A wonderful array of useful article
of 10c. or less.

R. H. MAC

Ifs a Clothin
A "I A i 1. Tl

Aitogeiner n
Thought ofC

To-day and To-morrow we
and Ulsters, worth $1£.00,

*7.50, *900
All-wool Suits and Reefers

:$2.50, *5.00,
Every other item still 01

nirnRiui llnnr
||iuiima | jUUL

Cor. Broadway anc

and at 194 Broadway, b

indie the Greater New York charter.
Assemblyman Hobble Is nut pleased with
ie chairmanship of the Committee onrisons, to which Mr. Piatt assigned him,it wants insurance, which is given tossemblyman Husted. Hobbie is not in
ose touch with the powers. For the
)mmittee on Excise, Allds, of Chenango,
is been chosen, and Horton will again>ad General Laws.
The other important chairmanships will
as follows: Codes, Armstrong, of MonetTaxation, Dudley, of Niagara; Labor,mders, of Genesee.
Speaker O'Grady will give out the full
t of committee appointments to-morrow
ght.

EPORT IN FAVOR OF FRANCIS.
st Unable to Prevent a Recommendation

of Indorsement.
Washington, Jan. 12..The Senate Comitteeon Finance this morning ordered
favorable report on the nomination of
ivid R. Francis to be Secretary of the
terior. Mr. Vest was present and op>sedthe action of the committee, but
>ne of his Democratic associates loined
ith him and the recommendation was
dered without the formality of a vote.
Mr. Vest said that he had no personalievance against Mr. Francis, but hewedthat he ought not to be honored
th the appointment after his conduct in
e recent campaign. Mr. Francis. Mr.
;st said, had accused the National DemoaticConvention at Chicago of being a
^honorable body and had repudiated the
ket nominated there and antagonized
e platform adopted by that convention,
is understood that Mr. Vest will vote
ainst confirmation in the Senate.

\ "X 79

si V_J
13th to 14th Street,
th St., running through to 15th St.

WDS PEOPLE WANT.
UCES PEOPLE LIKE.

Inter Stocks
iURE IMMEDIATE SALE.
called to the

le
ck at half value).
Sale
Sale, under half value).
!INJ
nfants' Wear,
How Cases, Quilts,
pes,
>ress Goods,
s, Gloves, Shoes,
, Housefurnishings,
ass,
and Cigars.

Fecials.
21 Pinnl/o r/vS
ji uiuorxo

ITEED

)vements.

5.97 ML
LOCKS, fifty styles, a Q/f
ihoice xjrdr

FURE,
f which this is a samples
n COMPLETE.

In New Annex.

} ALL

24.99
/ ALL

UNDERWEAR SPECIALS AT
ONEY-SAVING PRICES..Corset
)vers from 12c. upward, and High
rade Muslin Drawers, Gowns and
liemises at proportionally low prices.
on the J5d floor, is now open,
s at the ridiculously low price

'V & CO.

ig Move
l «

eyona
lompetition.
will add 1,600 Overcoats
$22.$0, and $30.00, at

AND $12,50.
for Boys and Men, at

7 50 & $10.50.
i sale as advertised.

LBERG & [JL
1 Chambers St.

(Stewart Building),
ielow Fulton Street


